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introduction
The first quarter of 2014 has seen buoyant market conditions with all key indicators
showing gains on 2013. This is especially the case of course in London, where our 
national auction brand Barnard Marcus is located, but significantly, similar trends are
evident here in the South where we hold our sales. At Fox and Sons Auctions we have
been able to fully capitalise upon this confidence and deliver outstanding results for our
clients. Despite 2013 being a strong year of growth for our business, our key 
indicators for 2014 are already well ahead compared to the same period 2013.

Since 2001 we have held our auctions at The Southampton Park Hotel; however, the
growth of our business resulted in more people attending our sales than the venue could
provide capacity for. We therefore took the decision to move venue to The Macdonald
Botley Park Golf and Country Club, with our first auction held there in September 2013.
Not only does this venue provide enough space for bidders and exhibitors at our auction,
but also free on site parking and fabulous facilities, yet still within easy access of
Southampton and all areas in which we sell property.

Our March auction was our best on record. During the first 3 months of this year, we
have already offered 64 lots (with a further 21 offered in May), this is up 69% on the
equivalent period last year, a measure to be proud of when compared to the national
growth in auction lots offered at 7.2%. It also underpins our position as the leading 
auctioneer within the region in which we operate, with our competitors showing a
combined overall growth in lots offered at 14%.

We are really excited about the prospects for 2014 with 8 auction dates planned for the
year. Our success and growth are down to the service we provide and results achieved.
A very experienced auctioneer once said "you're only as good as your last sale", I believe
our results speak for themselves. We look forward to working with both existing and
new clients offering you a top quality service and sales result - not all auctioneers are
the same!

Russell Hartnell-Parker
Auctions Partner, Fox and Sons

competitive bidding from a crowded room at
our March auction where 87% of the lots

sold, raising just under £5m
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economic update

2014 is exceeding many expectations on the economic front, with GDP growth forecasts of 2.9% for 2014, and according to the IMF, the UK is set to be the best performing
large economy this year.

Unemployment was down 63,000 in the three months to January 2014 and now edging close to 7% faster than originally predicted by the Bank of England last summer.
This coupled with inflation figures showing rate of price growth (as measured by the CPI) falling to 1.6% in March, from 1.7% in February, is the third consecutive month
that inflation has been below the Bank of England’s 2% target. Mark Carney revised his forward guidance in linking interest rates to unemployment in February and as
such signalled that interest rates may remain at their historic low levels for longer than earlier predicted.  

The Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML) published figures in April showing gross mortgage lending up by a staggering 37% year on year with £15.4bn lent in March alone
up from £11.6bn in March 2013. Buy to let lending continues to recover strongly, with yields on assured shorthold Tenancies at our auctions standing at 7.59% year to date.

With the stock market remaining fairly static and continued house price inflation currently running at 8.7% (source Halifax House Price Index March 2014) spurred on by
The “Help to Buy” scheme, property may well prove to be one of the best investment choices of the year.
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results

market share by volume of lots offered 2014 Quarter 1 Results

Fox & Sons 
performance 

2013
Jan to April

Fox & Sons 
performance

2014
Jan to April 

Variance

Number of lots offered 38 64 +69%

Number of lots sold 33 52 +58%

Market Share 46.4% 56.2% +9.8%

Amount raised £4.22m £7.08m +68%

“Fox and Sons Market leaders in the region with
56.2% market share”

Data source: The Essential Information Group www.eigroup.com
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market strength through local branch network

As one of the leading firms of estate agents in the UK, the auction department at Fox and Sons have the unique ability to call upon the expertise of our local branch
network throughout the region. This not only allows us to provide expert auction knowledge, but also a particular local and important insight gained from our branch
network. Not only for sales but also with our lettings network, we are able to provide local knowledge for Buy to Let investors. A team of experts in our land division
provide additional resource and potential buyers, together with advice for our sellers prior to submission to auction. Of course not every property will be suitable for
auction but with our unique ability to call upon local experts in multiple locations, we are ideally placed to advise our customers whether buyers or sellers on all aspects
of their property requirements.
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growing client base and choice of property
Fox and Sons Auction department is part of Sequence UK Ltd with our group auction departments combining to be one of the most successful in the UK. As a group we act
for many major clients which include:
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42749bar_12pp_Layout 1  02/06/2014  09:58  Page 7



32/34 London Road, Southampton, Hampshire SO15 2AG  Tel: 02380 338066 Fax: 02380 225479
auctions.southampton@sequencehome.co.uk www.foxandsonsauctions.co.uk

8

auction highlights 2014
Our growing client base continue to experience way beyond their expectations. Indeed these results could be viewed as exceptional. We however view them as proof of
our desire to always outperform and deliver service and results way beyond expectation.

SOLD IN
MARCH AUCTION
Loft Style Apartment

LOT 
31

Guide £225,000
Sold for £281,000

SOLD IN
MARCH AUCTION
3 Bed Semi House

LOT 
21

Guide £110,000
Sold for £150,000

SOLD IN
MARCH AUCTION
Detached Family House

LOT 
38

Guide £235,000
Sold for £343,000

SOLD IN
MARCH AUCTION
3 Bed Semi House

LOT
34

Guide £160,000
Sold for £211,000

SOLD  IN
FEBRUARY AUCTION
Detached Bungalow

LOT 
22

Guide £150,000
Sold for £195,000

SOLD  IN
FEBRUARY AUCTION
3 Bed Semi House

LOT 
1

Guide £120,000
Sold for £151,000

SOLD  IN
DECEMBER AUCTION
Former Parish Reading
Rooms

LOT 
9

Guide £125,000
Sold for £216,000

SOLD  IN
DECEMBER AUCTION
Development Opportunity

LOT 
2

Guide £370,000
Sold for £708,000
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new for 2014
Last year we acquired the freehold ownership of our
premises in London Road. Since purchasing the
building we have formulated exciting plans to 
improve the property and create far better customer
areas and facilities. Some of the essential work has
been done already and during the coming months
more work will commence. Whilst development
works are underway to bring this exciting 
investment to fruition we will continue to deliver a
seamless service. I look forward to inviting you to
our newly refurbished auction centre when works
are complete.

Russell Hartnell-Parker
Auctions Partner Fox and Sons
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what we can do for you
If you are looking to sell in 2014, and have not yet considered auction as a potential route to sale, why not call a member of our team for a free no obligation discussion
and appraisal. 

Auctions offer a valuable alternative route to sale for those wishing to maximise price within a defined timescale.
Typical properties suitable for sale by auction include, but are not limited to:

• Vacant property with potential for improvement or development
• LPA Receivership cases
• Repossessions
• Properties with legal or condition issues
• Regulated tenancy investments
• Assured tenancy investments
• Ground rent investments
• Sites with or without planning permission
• Probate cases
• Commercial property (vacant or for investment)
• Property portfolios
• High demand locations where demand outstrips supply

to find out what we can do for you call 02380 338066 now!
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meet the team

Russell Hartnell-Parker
Auctions Partner and Auctioneer

Russell.Hartnell-
parker@sequencehome.co.uk

Peter Bryan
Auction Negotiator

Peter.Bryan@sequencehome.co.uk

James Repper
Auctions Co-ordinator

James.Repper@sequencehome.co.uk

Rachel Gibbs
Contracts and Auctions 

Administrator
Rachel.Gibbs@sequencehome.co.uk

David Marsden
Viewings Co-ordinator

”The South Coast Property Auctioneers”

With over 12 years experience in
the property business, Peter joined
the Auction Department in 2008.
Peter is well versed in all areas of
the business including Investment
and refurbishment projects and is 
available to offer advice on all 
aspects of property upon request.
His attention to detail is an 
attribute and has helped many
clients achieve clear and structured
returns on property.

Following a career in Banking, 
Russell joined Fox & Sons as a 
Negotiator in 1988. After several
promotions Russell gained 
experience in all aspects of the
property market including Land 
Acquisitions/Planning before 
becoming the Regional Auctioneer
in 2003. In 2007, Russell was 
promoted to Regional Auctions
Partner in recognition of the
growth and results of the business.
His experience and wide knowledge
of property and land has helped
grow the business into the South
Coast’s most prominent and 
successful property auctioneers.

James will liaise with clients and
branches to ensure the smooth 
running of auction viewings and
will look after the Dorset and 
Wiltshire areas for auction 
appraisals. With over 7 years 
experience including running his
own office, James will be delighted
to deal with your enquiry on any
property matter.

Rachel has worked in the Auction
Department for close to 11 years, 
mastering all aspects of the day to
day running of the business.  In 
addition, Rachel is responsible for
making sure all legal packs are 
received from the seller’s lawyers
and processing the contracts, 
deposit funds and administration 
of the auction day and venue.

David has recently joined Fox &
Sons Auction Department as the
Viewing Agent responsible for
greeting potential buyers at some
of the auction lots. He will make
sure the viewings run smoothly and
that the viewing schedules are 
managed to provide as many 
opportunities for clients to view
leading up to an auction sale.
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our auction dates for 2014
Auction date

Thursday 13th February

Thursday 27th March

Thursday 15th May

Thursday 26th June

Thursday 7th August

Thursday 18th September

Thursday 30th October

Thursday 11th December

Closing date for instructions

Tuesday 14th January

Tuesday 4th March

Tuesday 22nd  April

Tuesday 3rd June

Tuesday 15th July

Tuesday 26th August

Tuesday 7th October

Tuesday 18th November

Contact our auctions team on:

Auctions Venue
The Macdonald Botley Park Golf and Country Club
Winchester Road, Boorley Green, Southampton, SO32 2UA
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